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great confusion in Imperial politics. "He (the Emperor)," as
Khafi Khan well observes, "in his extreme good nature had
resolved in his heart that he would not reject the petition of
anyone, whether of low or high degree."1 In the matter of the
Chauth and Sardeshmukhi also, the Emperor directed that
firmans should be given in compliance with the wishes of
both Zulfiqar Khan and Mun'im Khan. Thus on account of
disagreement of these two nobles, the orders about the Chauth
and Sardeshmukhi remained inoperative and the Emperor left
for Northern India, never to come back to the Deccan again.
According to Sardesai, Mun'im Khan suggested to the
Emperor that the issue should be left to the arbitrament
of the sword and that whichever party emerged successful in
establishing its political supremacy in the Maharashtra, should
get the rights of collecting Chauth and Sardeshmukhi in the six
Subahs of the Deccan.2
After the death of Mun'im Khan, Zulfiqar Khan became
the most powerful person in the Court. In order to consolidate
Hs position in the Deccan, Zulfiqar Khan tried to effect an
accommodation -\vith the Marathas. Trial of strength with
such a formidable foe would have involved him in difficulties
and would have endangered his position in the Central
Government. It was in his interest to have peace in the Deccan,
and to come to terms with the most influential political party
in the Maharashtra. Sahu had gathered round his banner
•some of the most powerful Maratha chiefs. Having a right-
ful claim on the throne, Sahu's appeal to their loyalty
proved effective. Sajjan Singh, an influential zemindar near
Burhanpur was the first to acknowledge his allegiance.
Then Parsoji Bhonsle, Amritrao Kadam Bande, Chimnajl
Dadomdar Moghe, Haibatrao Nimbalkar, Nemaji Sindhia
and Dhanaji Jadav espoused his cause. As Zulfiqar Khan had
long been interested in Sahu's affairs and had been on inti-
mate terms with him during the latter's captivity, he per-
suaded Bahadur Shah, as he had so successfully done with
A'zam Shah, to come to an agreement with Sahu who was
^willing to render military service to the Emperor. He openly
""acknowledged himself a vassal of the throne of Delhi, and
^whilst styling himself king of the Hindus; he affected in his
1 Op. cit., p. 227.	a Sardesai, Marathi Riyasat, vol. V.

